ing business will be carried out at the Genery|
Meetings: (a) election of the Bureau; (b) exami.
nation of a Financial Statement presented by ],
Bureau; (¢) agreement on a provisional budpe
for future years; (d) discussion of questions sul,.
mitted by the ICO Members, the Bureau or t}.
Executive Council of [UPAP.

Please note that for any issue to be considere(
by the ICO General Assembly, the question
should be submitted in advance to the 1CO
Secretariat. Alternatively, subjects not on the
Provisional Draft Agenda may be added ar the

1CO 24" will he available online and a printed
copy will be mailed to cach 1CO Member.
1T here have been some modifications proposed
to the Rules of Code and Practice, that will be
Hl_ll‘\jm‘i* (O VOorte |W‘ the General Assemhl%

As reported in former [CO Newsletters,
the 1CO Bureau prepared a proposal for an
1CQO Strategic Plan for the period 2017-2023, that
might guide the ICO towards a closer integration
with other ICSU Members, particularly in the
case that the ICSU General Assembly to be held
in Taipei in October 2017, approves the applica-

tion of the ICO to become an ICSU Union. The
Strategic Plan has been posted on the ICO website
for several months, and the comments received

meeting with the consent of a simple majority of
the votes of Members represented at the meet
ing. We are looking forward to seeing you at

[CO-24 in Tokyo.
Angela Guzman, ICO Secretary, 2014-2017

will be published in the ICO Greenbook.
According with the ICO Statutes, the follow-

T T e—
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The nearly 200 works presented, and the 34
invited lectures from world-leading scientists,
including 7 plenary lectures, gave an excellent
overview of the state of the art in optics and
photonics research across the world pointing
out perspectives of future developments.

Well over one third of the 149 participants
were students, this percentage increasing to
nearly 50% among the Portuguese participants.
The support of the International Commission
for Optics to the conference helped the partici-
pation of 17 students. EOS and SPIE awarded
prizes, respectively, to the best students’ poster
presentations and best students’ research works
presented at the conference. At the closing cer

Celebrating optics and photonics and its out
A P 2017 standing positive impact in the world and in
our everyday life, largely resulting from the
current remarkable success and fast sustain-
able development in O&P research, the Portu-
guese Society for Optics and Photonics, SPOF
- Sociedade Portuguesa para a Investigacio e
Desenvolvimento em Optica e Foténica, suc
cessfully organised its third triennial interna-
tional conference on Applications of Optics
and Photonics, 8-12 May, at the University of
Algarve in the lovely city of Faro, Portugal.
The conference aims to establish co-opera-
tion with colleagues and institutions from all

around the world while increasing the external

Third triennial
international
conference on
Applications of Optics
and Photonics

Above: Best PhD Thesis 2015
winner Marta Ferreira and her
supervisor Dr Orlando Frazao of
INESC-Tec. Manuel Filipe Costa,
SPOF President, is on the left.
Bottom right: Opening session (left
to right), Prof. Efrain Solarte,
president of the Iberoamerican
Optics Network — RIAO/SOPHIA; Prof.
Jurgen Jans, president of the
European Optical Society, EOS; Dr
Robert Lieberman, immediate past-
president of SPIE; Prof. Angela
Guzman, secretary of the ICO; Prof.
Manuela David, Pro-Rector of
University of Algarve; Prof. Maria de
Lurdes Cristiano, director of the
Faculty of Sciences and Technology
of the University of Algarve; Prof.
Manuel Filipe Costa, president of the
Portuguese Society for Optics and
Photonics, SPOF, and chair of the
conference; Prof. Jose Figueiredo,

local organizing committee from
University of Algarve.
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visibility of Portugal’s optics and photonics
research.

The success of the conference is due to the
enthusiastic commitment of the Portuguese
optics and photonics community and of our
friends from all over the world, the endorse-
ment and active support of the most important
international scientific optics societies - [CO,
SPIE, EOS, RIAO; several national societies
committees and boards - SEDOPTICA, AMO,
@TOM, STO, OPSS, CVO, REOESOIRETand
SPF; photonics and optics industries compa-
nies and projects and initiatives - LaserLab,
iBROW, INNOVA, Laser World of Photonics,
OPA, OQE]J-Springer, adLASER, MTBrandao;
and contribution of the authors of the 191
effectively presented works in all domains of
optics and photonics.

emony of the conference, the 2014 and 2015
SPOF’s Best PhD Thesis in Portugal in Optic
and Photonics were awarded to Hugo Mar-
tins (Distributed and Remote Fiber Sensing
Assisted by Raman Effect) and to Marta Fer
reira (Fiber Sensing Based on New Structures
and Post-Processing Enhancement) both for
mer students of the University of Porto.

The development of the scientific and tech-
nological research in optics and photonics in
Portugal over the last decades and the success
of the previous editions of SPOF’s conference,
lead us to change the periodicity of our AOP
conferences to biannual. The next conterence
will be held 3-7 June 2019, in Lisbon. We are
looking forward to another exciting and most
enjoyable conference.

Manuel Filipe Costa, president SPOF
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