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Hélio Osvaldo Alves
Joanne Paisana

Instituto de Letras e Ciências Humanas, Universidade do Minho
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How does one bear witness to a man’s life work, his effect on those
he has come into contact with, and the legacy he has left behind?
Doutor Hélio Alves would have been the first to agree that it is

not quantity but quality that matters – not the number of pages one writes
but what one says. Thus, succinctly, I am pleased to be able to publicly
thank a friend and counsellor, Hélio, for having had confidence in my
capacities and for having given me the opportunity to do what I do today
– teach ‘his’ English Culture course. I obtained my first post at the
Universidade do Minho through his auspices, and was later invited to help
lecture English Culture. I was encouraged to take the important step of
writing a doctorate thesis, and through his guidance/supervision I was able
to see the project through. Hélio helped me to increase my knowledge of
my own native country, and my eyes were opened to different ways of
‘seeing’ what can so often be masked. Ever patient and able to see the
humorous side to things, Hélio taught students of all ages about eternal
truths as well as about more mundane topics. His legacy lives on through
his work, a large number of books and papers which are of great value to
students of English Culture (as well as others). This will ensure that he is
not quickly forgotten, and that his vision is perpetuated.
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