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-

-
ked together in the cities of Heidelberg, Florence and 
Guimarães, we being the three participating universities, 
along with professors and students and guest speakers, 

applications.

At SRH University in Heidelberg, we have been conduc-

years now. We are doing so for mainly two reasons: 
-

ged over the last few years, and second, the implica-
tions of those changes need to be integrated into the 
conceptions of spaces in which learning takes place.  

up networks and academic alliances within Europe; this 
is more relevant than ever. Therefore, the subtitle is: “A  
European approach” and we wholeheartedly support this.

As is known, the challenges that our world is facing can 
usually only be targeted with a holistic approach and only 

-
demic, our students need to learn how to work in an always 
changing environment, in interdisciplinary teams as well 

 

At the same time, learning spaces and educational en-
vironments have to transform and adapt to this new 
educational curriculum with innovative approaches. Af-

-

direction. We would like to thank all participants and 
-

their performance during the symposium and labs I and 
II. The new Erasmus partnerships that have been built 
up and an ongoing and collaborative PhD programme 
are proof of the rewarding work that took place in unfor-
gettable encounters in Heidelberg, Florence, Guimarães, 
and now and then via Skype.

-
plore new possibilities, while the change of perspecti-

gave us the feedback we need to grow and improve our 
research and educational strategies.

university and to the Heidelberger Hochschulverlag.

We are looking forward to continuing our research in our 

Heidelberg, December 2020
Marc Kirschbaum & Belen Zevallos

Foreword
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3.
Refrain from thinking archi-
tecture is only about creating 
extraordinary masterpieces 
set apart from the ordinary. 
Architecture is not outside 
quotidian actions. When this 
fact has been acknowled-
ged, we are free to shift our  
mindset, and start seeing the 



Traditionally, architecture has been about monumen-
tal or extraordinary buildings. The discipline has been 
trapped for a long time in this need to be above the ba-
nal, the everyday, the commonplace. For architecture, 
produced masterpieces were to be crystallized as ar-
chitects designed them, they need to be frozen in time 
at the instant when the building construction was con-
cluded and given to society, either to the individual cli-
ent or the collective one. 
 
Architecture as such is architecture detached from life 
and time. Yes, it is true, many architects still desire to 
keep control of the building as they imagined it, but re-
ality often shows the opposite. Architecture is not iso-
lated from everyday life. Spaces become messy when 
children transform a pristine white wall into the canvas 
for their drawings; when the party is over and the space 
becomes untidy; when we walk in the street and see the 
appropriation of a neglected space. Simultaneously, we 
are so immersed in the common places we live in, that 



they become invisible to us. More than necessary, we 
tend to disregard ordinary places, because they do not 

-
tegories of exempla. They are just considered ordinary 
buildings, places, landscapes; and the ordinary turns 
out to be unworthy. 
 
Consequently, we have separated from the ordinary 
and we have become unable to learn from it. We, with 
our architect’s egos, desire to detach from the banal, to 
be above it all as an “inspired god” that will transform 
reality into a better beautiful future masterpiece. But 
if architecture is always connected with the ordinary, 
how can this detachment develop architecture as a dis-
cipline engaged with society and its surroundings?

This requires a shift in our mindset. We need to cla-
rify that, when we refer to the ordinary, we are not ce-
lebrating it as an aesthetic object. That would be the 
symmetrical error and we would again be trapped in 




