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Travessa da Saudade, Pevidém, Guimarães, 2019

• The Pevidém Learning Field seeks to transform the space-time of children, acting

in its material and immaterial dimensions, based on models of urban

transformation, oriented towards children.

• The focus is on the child, but the actions mobilize children, families, teachers and

social action of an interdisciplinary team (architects, social workers,

psychologists, cultural agents, health professionals).

• The rationale behind the project is based on the idea that the territory, as a

common living space, can and should be educational, favoring learning and

promoting citizenship and the well-being of children and families.

• Main actions include Intervention in public spaces, training programs for local

agents, child social participation and initiatives to promote children's rights.

The Learning field concept



Pevidém as a Learning Field, Guimarães

• Guimarães Region, which corresponds to the parishes of the 

Pevidém Group of Schools, with a total of 15,453 people (Census 

2021).

• This territory has been affected by every crisis in the textile 

industry, with cyclical unemployment, high emigration and 

precarious working conditions.

• Threats to the quality of the family environment, school

performance and children’s development and well-being. 

Our Learning Field: Pevidém

© Cláudia Pando . EAAD.UMinho . 2020



Development& Education
in Daycare

Improvement of educational
practices and support in 
children’s development in 

daycare contexts

0 to 3 years old 6 to 10 years old

Learning is a +

(Inês Guedes de Oliveira, Teresa 
Freire, Gabriela Bento, Gabriela 

Trevisan, Mariana Carvalho)

Promoting non formal 
education and

transformation of school
spaces

Early Childhood Education Non formal Education

6 to 16 years old

Territory Mapping

(Manuel Sarmento, Natália 
Fernandes, Cidália Silva, 

Gabriela Trevisan, Mariana 
Carvalho)

Action research 
methodologies on children

and young people
participation, on their ways
of apropriation of collective

space

Approach based on the Learning Field inside the community, promoting social participation and improving leisure
and cultural life, focuesed on the child



The School Upside down
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ProChild Kit(e), 2020
© ProChild CoLAB . Mariana Carvalho



Escola EB1, Gondar, 2020
© Porta 7 . Ana Martins
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Escola EB1, Gondar, 2020
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Escola EB1, Gondar, 2021
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Escola EB1, Gondar, 2021
© ProChild CoLAB . Mariana Carvalho









Play map
Reconnaissance: Professoras Felismina Machado e Laura Correia 

EB1 Selho de São Cristóvão (Guimarães)





“Sem muros sem fronteiras”: Territory mapping and transformation with children

“Conhecer + para intervir melhor”: awareness materials on 
children’s rights through their own perspectives

Research Practices

Project Practices of Intervention in the 
Learning Field

“Experiência singular baseada em experiência coletiva”: 
community of practice of teachers and educators
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Citizenship +
(Manuel Sarmento, 
Natália Fernandes e 
Gabriela Trevisan)

Participatory
methodologies of design 
of urban and educational

spaces with children

The extraordinary of
the ordinary

(Manuel Sarmento, 
Cidália Silva e 

Mariana Carvalho)

Promote mobility, 
autonomy and children’s
participation by creating

child-friendly spaces

Children’s rights Architecture and urbanism

Approach based on a Learning Field inside the community in order to
promote social participation and improve leisure and cultural life, on a
child centered perspective.

Multi-level
Multidisciplinary approach

Architects, sociologists, teachers, community
workers, psychologists, artists, etc…



Partnership with local intervention projects - Porta7/ Fraterna 

Mapping exercises and territory recognition with children

“Sem muros nem fronteiras”: Territory Mapping and transformation with children
Habito este Lugar|I inhabit this place | Bairro da Emboladoura | September 2020

© Gabriela Trevisan, Gondar, 2020 © Gabriela Trevisan, Gondar, 2020
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© Lara, Gondar, 2021

“Sem muros nem fronteiras”: Territory Mapping and trabsformation with children
Imagino este Lugar| I imagine this place | Bairro da Emboladoura | April to July 2021



Bairro da Emboladoura, Gondar, 2021
© ProChild CoLAB . Gabriela Trevisan



“Sem muros nem fronteiras”: Territory Mapping and transformation with children
Imagino este Lugar| I imagine this place | Bairro da Emboladoura | April to July 2021

Bairro da Emboladoura, Gondar, 2021
© ProChild CoLAB . Gabriela Trevisan
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• “For children, the right to the city is the condition of their own citizenship. This does not constitute a legal

proclamation nor is it a granted statute. It is, moreover, something that results directly from public policies for children

and for the city, which guarantee the participation of children and adults in the construction of the urban territory

according to logics of inclusion and sustainability" (Sarmento, 2019, p. 16)



“Sem muros nem fronteiras”: Territory Mapping and transformation with children
Imagino este Lugar| I imagine this place | Bairro da Emboladoura | July 2021



“Sem muros nem fronteiras”: Territory Mapping and transformation with children
Imagino este Lugar| I imagine this place | Bairro da Emboladoura | July 2021



What about real transformation with children and the community?



Palace of Imagination

Survey to the residents of Bairro de Gondar

Children’s participation on needs assessement of the territory. November 2020. 



What do we need in the exterior space of my
neighbourhood?

Fewer holes in the pavement and a bicycle enclosure

park to play

Covered bus stops

Grill

Larger space for study and activities

Space for adults

Better conditions in banks, with roof

Park to play

Covered bus stop

Improve pavement

Spaces for adults

What I would like to improve in my neighbourhood? 
Parking

Children's playground, soccer field, parks for socializing

Improve children's playground

Buildings, park, countryside, leisure spaces

Apartments, pollution and public spaces

Having ground in the park, not sand

Playground

Soccer field

Public/leisure space

Parking

Pollution

Survey to the residentes of Bairro de Gondar

Palace of Imagination



If I could choose…
1st (40) Leisure/living space sheltered from the rain/sun

2nd (37) Bus stop

3rd (36) Space for sports activities

4th (33) Play space

5th (31) Laundry / clothes drying

6th (30) Study/training space for children and young people

6th (30) Space for cultural initiatives

7th (28) Community Barbecue Grills

7th (28) Space for creative workshops

7th (28) Space that can be used for various activities such as: parties, gatherings, meetings

8th (27) Bicycle Park

9th (26) Space for rehearsals

10th (25) Storage 

11th (21) Community kitchen

Survey to the residents of Bairro de Gondar

Palace of Imagination



Fun Palace, 1964
A brochure by Cedric Price and Joan Littlewood



Main goal and justification

Respond to the needs identified by residents and institutions in the neighborhood in the preliminary diagnosis, filling the 

absence of collective public spaces, namely covered spaces that can house different groups and host various activities that 

promote healthier lives, through the co-construction of the Palácio da Imaginação (Imagination Palace), as a multifunctional 

community space.

Methodology (4 verbs-actions that achieve the objectives of the IP)

interdialogue (the space between the “I” and the “other”);

inhabit (my neighborhood, play, study, food, health, fabric);

recreate (the study, the wall, the floor, the ceiling, the dialogue),

activate (universal prevention, well-being, exchange, the environment, the sky), materialized in the inter-action 

of the “Me” in the “We”

Palace of Imagination



Palace of Imagination



© Lara, 15 anos, Gondar, 2021

Palace of Imagination

Construction of the image for the logo
By: Lara, Rodrigo, Rodrigo, Filipe, Celeste, Gabriela
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Palace of Imagination

Cubes of Imagination
By: Lara, Rodrigo, Rodrigo, Filipe, Celeste, Gabriela
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Palace of Imagination

Construction of the image for the logo
By: Lara, Rodrigo, Rodrigo, Filipe, Celeste, Gabriela



Palace of Imagination

Logo
By: Alexandra Ribeiro, ProChild CoLAB



Palace of Imagination



interdialogue

recreate the study
recreate the wall
recreate the floor

recreate the ceiling
recreate the dialog

Inhabit my Neighborhood
Inhabiting Playing
inhabit the study
inhabit the food

Inhabit family health
Inhabit mental health

inhabit the fabric

Activate universal prevention
activate wellness
activate exchange

activate environment
activate the sky

Palace of Imagination

Activities



Recreate study

Activities

Palace of Imagination



Recreate study

Palace of Imagination

Activities



Recreate study

Palace of Imagination

Activities

Program proposals for a study Box made by children and young people

March 2022

To play

- space for board games

- space to play

To look/listen

- space to listen to music

- space for film projection

To study / work

- space to study

- tables with light

- space with whiteboard to write

To be / to talk / to rest

- space to chat

- comfortable space

- space with comfortable seats (with cushions)

- space to rest (poufs)

- space with a hammock (must have an appointment time)

- space to talk to the teachers about a problem (suggestion from the elders)

To read

- space for a library

- space with open boxes with books

To empower

- space with available equipment: computer, camera, …



Recreate study

Activities

Palace of Imagination



Recreate study
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Recreate study
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Recreate study
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Recreate study
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Recreate study

Palace of Imagination

Activities



Inhabit Play
(Video financed by DAAD e SRH University Heidelberg)

Palace of Imagination

Activities



Palace of Imagination

Website:

https://www.facebook.com/projetopalaciodaimaginacao

https://www.facebook.com/PalacioImaginacao/

https://www.instagram.com/palaciodaimaginacao/

https://www.facebook.com/projetopalaciodaimaginacao
https://www.facebook.com/PalacioImaginacao/
https://www.instagram.com/palaciodaimaginacao/


Vielen Dank für eure Hilfe bei unserem Schloss der Phantasie

cidalia@arquitetura.uminho.pt

gabriela.trevisan@prochildcolab.pt

mariana.carvalho@prochildcolab.pt

dianagouveiaamaral@gmail.com
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